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Where There Is a Life Exploration
There Is a Chance to Meet Your Soulmate

A Poetry Review For Chengyu Liu’s Let Mutable life Play the
Music of High Mountains and Flowing Water

Text/ Lily Li
1. A Brief Comment

This is a lyric poem with vivid, profound images of sounds, colours, shapes,
and spirit, embracing emotions, scenery, and reasoning. It carries a taste of
natural freshness and a beauty of continuity. Different images are
intertwined throughout the poem: concrete and abstract, real and unreal,
classic and modern, far and near, macro and micro. An appropriate
inheritance is seen in the poem with some sort of developing innovation. It's
an exquisite poem that contains images in motion, one that would leave
readers a lingering sensation after reading.

2. Poetry Analysis Line by Line
Line 1: Toward the nest-like setting sun, water birds wing one by one

In this phrase “Toward the nest-like setting sun”, an image is vividly
presented to readers: like a nest hanging up in the sky, the golden sun,
round and warm, is setting down the west. On the broad water surface, the
waterfowls, chirping and flapping in one by one, disappeared into the grey
distance of the sky.

The cozy colour of the “setting sun” is the warm call from the “home nest”,
towards which birds are “winging one by one”. What a lively and touching
image!

This line gives a vivid description of images full of colours, shapes, sounds,
and motion, in an appropriate and innovative way, with a broad vision and
a lofty poetic meaning. Its profoundness and exquisiteness set the
fundamental tone for the whole poem, taking readers into the greyness of
the universe, a world with high mountains and flowing water, the best
place of life. After reading it, none wouldn’t be amazed by the poet’s
meticulous observations and rich poetic imagination.

Line 2: At the fallen dusk, the great earth appears boundless

After sunset is the greyness of twilight.

Here it implies that life has gone through five stages: the sun rising
childhood, the growing adolescence, the highest point of young adulthood,
the west declining middle age, and the sun setting old age. Up to this stage
of life, it is time to “close wings” and go back to self, to nature, to “home”, a
golden time that still has light but doesn’t shine, the best one that owns

nature, confidence, freedom, and autonomy.

Line 3: Every stone here carries a river of its own
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Every stone in the water is “telling” a story of growth and interweave
shared with the stream that's passing by its body: each unique living
environment, feelings, thoughts, fate, soul, the history of development, and
each own existence. Stones of different shapes and fate are like humans who
have a life of different colours, a life that’s bitter and sweet, aren’t they?

Line 4: Beachcombers, in small knots explore here and there,

Here come the beachcombers. The phrase “in small knots” gives a random
but authentic description of humans, the gregarious animals. According to
Plato’s theory of soulmate, each human was split in half, and left to “explore
here and there” for the other half. Here the stone is you, the other half. And
I'am the one that’s searching for you in this life!

Line 5: plucking at the rosy-ray music strings
the song of high mountains and flowing water.

This line is full of beauty and liveliness! It brings back to life the moment
when Boya met his soulmate Ziqi while he was playing the song of High
Mountains and Flowing Water on Gugqin, a Chinese instrumental string.
Here “plucking at the rosy-ray music strings”, it corresponds well with the
previous images of sunset and twilight glow. What a magnificent touching
piece of music on strings! Its inheritance and innovation come from the
poet’s keen perception of image making and his true take on string music!

Line 6: I wonder
who with fragrant ink has painted me onto the beach

“I” am now the “fragrance of ink” that was “painted” onto the “shore of the
river”, which paves the road for “running into the stones” later on. A
meticulous reverie is mounted on the canvas of reality.

Line 7: sauntering along the river. Vicissitudes are far gone with the water

From afar, “I” “flew down” to the shore, quietly “sauntering along the
river”, shaking off all dust and vicissitudes of life, same as those of pebbles
but in a different body, soul, and spirit that are moisturized by different
types of water.

Line 8: The stones washed ashore are smoothly round and exquisitely
transparent

Soaked, rubbed, shaped, and baptized by different types of water: sour or
spicy, salted or acetic, bitter or sweet, polluted or purified, instead of being
drowned, those stones that were washed ashore, still remain “smoothly
round and exquisitely transparent”. Here it implies that people after going
through all “winds and rains”, all “ups and downs” have become smooth
and round, shiny and calm, more experienced and mature, more flexible
and easier to communicate with.

Line 9: Beachcombers are searching for stones and vice versa

What a beautiful precise verse! “Humans” and “Stones”, “You and 1”, with
the same difference and same taste, in a crowd of ups and downs, in a
world of boundless grey, in an ongoing random quest, are meant to meet

with each other!

Line 10: In the rosy clouds, they tug at each other. Sometimes
burst out laughing and sometimes burst into tears
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Those that have become mature physically and mentally, finally meet with
the stones that have become smooth, round, and shiny after being washed,
rubbed and shaped again and again, at this “golden” life stage of twilight!
Heart to heart, breath to breath, once met, their souls will never part again.
They enjoy gazing at each other, doing nothing else but burst into tears,
either with extreme grief or extreme jubilation!

There are several meanings in this phrase “In the rosy clouds”: a time
period of a day, a midway of life journey, a universe with serenity and
beauty, a phenomenon of warm splendor, and an open heart of colours. The
ordinary words, placed in extraordinary poetic images, fully reveal a
phenomenal charm and connotation, cuddling a unity of time and space,
feelings and scenery, a unity of sounds, colours, shapes, appearance, and
spirit!

Line 11: Under the firmament, the brimless water flows

No matter where you are, either up in the sky or down in the ordinary
world, there are no people around “underneath the firmament”, just let
tears run freely, like “ the brimless water flowing” to a place that’s far
faraway...Two souls will continue their life journey. Though there will be
endless hardships and dangers, with your company, life will be surely full
of countless happiness.

This line carries another implied image: the life river of each individual and
that of humans, winding through the greyness of the universe, flow
endlessly...

After the soul match between “stones and humans” in the music of high
mountains and flowing water, the poet doesn’t just leave it at that. In the
end, he presents another image to further imply that the river of life is
endless and boundless. The ending, a natural connection to the previous
line, has an extension of enduring poetic meanings, leaving readers with a
long-lasting aftertaste...

3. Conclusion

The poet has played a piece of soulmate meeting celestial music of High
Mountains and Flowing Water in the world of boundless grey, against the
high mountains, along the flowing river, using the sky and earth as Gugqin,
the twilight glow as strings!

The poem indicates that joy and happiness are to be found in the course of
life growth and battles, in spite of all hardships and challenges! The values
of life and their realization lie in process of on-going shaping and self-
improving of soul! No matter how grey the sky is and how endlessly wide
the earth is, no matter where you are, it is precious to have an affable,
harmonious, and interdependent soul that is as priceless as the soulmate
meeting music of High Mountains and Flowing Water. Whether in tears or
laughter, it’s the right soulmate. To the sincere and honest soul that has
been through all ups and downs, that has become mature mentally and
cognitively, this beauty of life might be hidden in the unconscious ongoing
quest, or might expose itself one day in the unconscious random encounter!

As the old saying goes: meet your soulmate in the music of High Mountains

and Flowing Water. It is more than enough to have one soulmate in your
life! The poet uses this old saying to further illustrate the life altitude of
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what is a soulmate and how to find one. It essentially comes from your
personal growth and self practice. A soul of “High Mountains”, rich,
mature, full of sympathy and wisdom, and its soulmate of “Flowing
Water”, they might “meet by sheer luck after a long intentional search that
has worn out the iron shoes”. Whether you are in the search or not, it is said
that good faith will bring good luck. Sooner or later, the soulmate will be
found, as long as you keep strengthening your mind and cultivating your
heart, and boldly face all ups and downs in life with the same sincerity. In a
word, “where there is a life exploration, there is a chance to meet your
soulmate”.

Poem Attached:

Let Mutable Life Play the Music
of High Mountains and Flowing Water

Toward the nest-like setting sun, water birds wing one by one
At the fallen dusk, the great earth appears boundless
Every stone here carries a river of its own

Beachcombers, in small knots

explore here and there, plucking at the rosy-ray music strings

the song of high mountains and flowing water. I wonder

who with fragrant ink has painted me onto the beach

sauntering along the river. Vicissitudes are far gone with the water

The stones washed ashore are smoothly round and exquisitely transparent
Beachcombers are searching for stones and vice versa

In the rosy clouds, they tug at each other. Sometimes

bust out laughing and sometimes burst into tears

Under the firmament, the brimless water flow

Article translated by Mayflower/ i H #£i%
Poem translated by Xu Yingcai / 4% A4 ¥
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