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Eight Poems by Lu Xing

Editor’s Note

Lu Xing, official name Ye Qiwen, resident of Mount Lu in Henan
Province, was born in the 30s. He graduated from the Department of
Chinese in Henan University in 1961. He is a freelance writer, and his
publications include Collection of the Fineness, Chitchat in Yu Lu, Annals of Lu
Xing’s Poetry, Selection of Lu Xubg’s Short Poems (in Chinese and English),
Selection of Lu Xing’s Very Short Poems, The Flute Sound of Sorrows, Lyric Poems
by Lu Xing (in Chinese and English), Large Pearls and Small Pearls, etc. Many
of his poems can be found in hundreds of poetry collections. He has won
“the Foundation of Chinese Writers’ Poetry Journal Contribution Award,”

Taiwan Poetry Award, etc.

1. Sketching Crescent Lake*

No way to scythe the bleakness since the primeval time
Exhausted Mt. Rustling Sand lies
head pillowed on the downing sun

listening to the frontier lyrics the desert wind croons. . .

The scythe has waned
to a thin curve of the moon

* Crescent Lake and Mt. Rustling Sand are located near Dunhuang.

2. The Desert Gale Blows

The desert gale snarls like wolf packs dashing
the intimidated plants scattering to all sides

The desert gale is a scalpel
laying bare the bleak from its lush hide

The desert gale exiles spring three-thousand li south
and herds flocks of sheep up to the sky

It brusquely topples one adobe porch after another
and has roosters’ crows and dogs’ barks tongue-wiped

It eats up the long thin village-road like an oatmeal noodle
to deprive the aged earth-pit-dwelling couple of their lives

A half-withered toon tree slanting like a whip-stick
cracks into a riot of green as honking wild geese fly

3. Experiencing Sandstorm in Tengger Desert*
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Hard to stand still, even that boulder!
As if the tornado would in a second
grind it into a grain of sand

No use resisting

The noon under the scorching sun
blinks into dusk ahead of the schedule
as it is surrounded by a thousand lions snarling

Once sucked inside the funnel of this

monstrous blender, one will be at the mercy of heaven
The torrential vortex between inky sky and earth

would make one’s stomach twist and churn

Then, the best one could wish is to hurry

to find a sea-buckthorn grove or a stalk of weeping grass
and cuddle to its roots for breathing, for hiding

*The Tengger Desert is located mostly in the Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region of China.

4. Big and Small
--- Fantasy on Badain Jaran Desert

The lion king forces all beasts subject to his rule

yet unable to throw off a rattle-snake from the sand

A wild elephant easily topples giant trees like rotten twigs
but fails to crush under its foot a tiny black ant

Jumbo jets must carefully evade birds flying head-on

A firefly may traverse the universe’s spanning night
Being big, does not always appear strong

Being small, does not mean everything including size

Would be nice to be the moon; otherwise

to be a star wouldn’t be bad. More often than not
“small” even rejects “big,” like

Badain Jaran Desert’s grains of sand

who always shout at the top of their voices:

Should we be jumbo cobbles blocking the river

where in the future would our Great Tang let
the setting sun, hang its sphere

the solitary smoke, erect its pillar

5. Cutting Wheat

Drowned in the waves of wheat
the wheat cutter has become a grain
of wheat

Between the dawn wakened by “Have a cup of tea”*
and the setting sphere the hot air has whittled
stretches the wheat columns like desires, never to dwindle

In order to speed up, the wheat cutter

has bent himself
into a sickle
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*A black long-tailed bird sounding like “Have a cup of tea” .
MRS, R, BKMAX, MEE
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6. kM S 6. Salty Home-Village

SHELRHK S The home-village doesn’t know what winter recess is
A — BT She wears sweat-taints all over year in year out

I 2 B 8 so she becomes salty

Her palm’s knotty with thorns and a machete-cut
but the home village, just gives her cut a gentle suck

LR T FE R TR IE K

My BHR— Tl 0 which also tastes salty
2 LAY B

The home village’s in that warm tear about to drop from
W BEZTANRAB—F the eye-corner of that who's going away; of course
EEMEHHEE ¥R the tear as well tastes salty
TR
7. FEBE 7. Wild Geese Array
BT S — T4 A streak of tight needle-stitches
FTEANEER AT is being sewed from the far north; it’s getting cold
HESASENTS In the lamp-like glow of the dusk

mother seizes the hour to fix me a cotton-jacket for winter

BERAIEH T LK

Spring, days are getting warmer

i _i‘iuﬁﬁﬁﬁ% .. Mother seizes one end of that length of the thread
R X A EXRKKENZELIL and pulls it from south to north
M EdLdR (till outside of Wild Geese Pass)*
(—EIRFIEIXIN) turning that cotton-jacket back to just a jacket for me
BB AT AET “Hard times,” says mother
‘BFEBEER p ”
= have to stretch each dollar
‘BEITEL

*Yanmen Pass is a mountain pass which includes three fortified
gatehouses along the Great Wall.

8. EXRMt4#t 8. What’s Spring Like

ZREE =B We togethfar go t9 ’Fhe countryside in March
ANERBER Ry P A v to talk. Lios o
AAEELR A= 220K ed apricot flowers are, too shy to talk, lips ajar

The rapeseeds bloom, each word in the breeze swaying
is wrapped in gold, dazzling, making one dizzy
Bees are mumbling, sounding

3 I NRTE M E LA A
REBR RERR LASK

BRREVY) BE ambiguous, and perfunctory

BEER 2HIHEIA Wheat sprouts flourish long sleeves, in the wind miming
ZELKHMESE NhAREhby seemingly teaching kids to punctuate sentences
EHRIWIE—IRTER BEAXEZEWMNG tadpoles putting commas, and fish spitting crystal periods
RS TERESE BantEERa S The southerly’s busy on the swing, then off
INE R T ERIE M Fsy—PERT to kiss peach flowers, ignoring my asking what spring is
NEYHIE BMERRENERHESR The pond weeds know better, they doze off
BEEEEBAE TR to green a dream’s brim

Translated by Wang Dajian/F K& #%
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